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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-18, 23-33 and 36-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Abele et al. (US 5403311) in view of Mulier et al. (US 6016809). 

Abele et al. disclose a method for ablating tissue in or around the heart comprising 
introducing into the heart the distal end of a catheter wherein the catheter includes a 
needle electrode at its distal end, the needle electrode being in a retracted position 
within the distal end of the catheter; introducing a distal end of the needle electrode into 
the tissue, including moving the needle electrode from its retracted position within the 
distal end of the catheter to an extended position outside the distal end of the catheter 
and infusing a fluid through the needle electrode. Abele et al. teach all of the limitations 
of the claims except the fluid being an electrically-conductive fluid and ablating the 
tissue after and/or during introduction of the fluid into the tissue. Mulier et al. teach a 
similar method and teach that it is old and well known in the art to provide an electrically 
conductive fluid through the electrode before or during ablation to displace blood in the 
vicinity of the electrode and to prevent overheating of the tissue. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
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to provide an electrically conductive fluid as taught by Mulier to displace blood in the 
vicinity of the electrode and to prevent overheating of the tissue. 

Regarding claims 8-11 (see col. 2 lines 16-28) of Abele et al. 

Regarding claims 15-18 It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to select a saline solution comprising the 
amount of salt content as claimed, since it has been held that discovering an optimum 
value of a result effective variable involves only routine skill in the art. 

Regarding claims 23-26, in column 5 lines 44-63 Mulier et al. disclose a flow 
control procedure but is moot as to the exact rate of fluid flow. Selecting the particular 
fluid flow rate as claimed would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made, since it has been held that discovering an optimum 
value of a result effective variable involves only routine skill in the art. 

Regarding claims 27-29, It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to select a power level as 
claimed, since it has been held that discovering an optimum value of a result effective 
variable involves only routine skill in the art. 

Regarding claims 30-32 see column 3 lines 41-54 of Mulier et al. 

Regarding claims 36-40 see column 5 lines 24-43 of Mulier et al. Moreover, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to select a power level as claimed, since it has been held that discovering an 
optimum value of a result effective variable involves only routine skill in the art. 

Regarding claims 41 and 42, see column 3 lines 56-67 of Mulier et al. 
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Claims 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Abele et al. '311 and Mulier et al. '809 further in view of Stevens et al. (US 
6866650). Abele et al. and Mulier et al. combined teach all of the limitations of the 
claims except the fluid comprising a radiographic contrast agent. Stevens et al. teach 
that it is old and well known in the art to provide a radiographic contrast agent during a 
surgical procedure to provide a means of locating the device and target tissue. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include a radiographic contrast agent in the Abele et al. and 
Mulier et al. combined method to provide a means of locating the device and the target 
tissue during the procedure. 

Claims 34 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Abele et al. '311 and Mulier et al. '809 further in view of Tu et al. (US 
6033402). Abele et al. and Mulier et al. combined teach all of the limitations of the 
claims except taking the impedance measurement before, during and/or after the 
introduction of the electrode into the tissue and adjusting the flow rate as a result. Tu et 
al. teach that it is old and well known in the art to regulate the fluid flow rate based on 
signals representative of the tissue impedance as a means of optimizing the energy 
delivery of the device. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to take the impedance measurement and 
adjust the fluid flow rate as a result, particularly in view of the teaching of Tu et al. that 
such optimizes the energy delivery of the device. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rosiland S. Rollins whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4772. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda C. Dvorak can be reached on (571) 272-4764. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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